ST.  IVES  (HUNTS.) 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


flANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 

AND 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  1959 


The  Ridley  Press  (St.  Ives)  Ltd.,  St.  Ives  &  Cambridge 


LIST  OF  PARISHES  IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  AREA 


Blimtisham 

Hilton 

Broughton 

Hol5Avell»-cum--Needingworth 

Buiy 

Houghton  and  W57ton 

Colne 

Oldhurst 

Eaiith 

Pidley-cum-F  enton 

Fenstanton 

Somersham 

Hemingford  Abbots 

Warboys 

Hemingford  Grey 

Wistow 

Woodhurst 


Saint  Ives  Rural  District  Council 


Chairman  of  the  Council : 
Revd.  Nelson  Trafford. 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council : 
G.  Kiddle,  Esq. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Chairman: 

D.  B.  Wright,  Esq. 


Vice-Chairman: 
R.  L.  Stocks,  Esq. 


Members: 


E.  H.  Alderson,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  Banks 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Buck 
J.  Burgess,  Esq. 

A.  Dale,  Esq. 

M.  P.  Denny,  Esq. 

R.  W.  Giddins,  Esq. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Gowlett 

Miss  V.  M. 


J.  W.  Harris,  Esq. 

C.  D.  Hutchcraft,  Esq. 
S.  E.  Ireland,  Esq. 

A.  E.  Ivatt,  Esq. 

R.  Johnson,  Esq. 

H.  E.  Parren,  Esq. 

Mrs,  W.  M.  Price 
R.  G.  Saint,  Esq. 

G.  Thackray 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

J.  Caldwell,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F  P.  &  S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  H.  Phipps,  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
G.  M.  Clifford,  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.I.Hsg. 

Administrative  Assistant: 

F.  W.  Palmer. 


1 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
SAINT  IVES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

31st  DECEMBER,  1959. 


To: —  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1959. 

Once  again  I  have  to  report  nqj  change  in  the  general 
health  of  the  population  of  the  district. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a  slight  upward  trend  as  compared 
with  last  year  and  now  stands  well  above  the  figure  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  Death  Rate  this  year  stands  lower  than  it  did  for 
1958  and  still  remains  well  below  the  national  average.  Disease 
of  the  cardio-vascular  system  accounted  for  exactly  half  the 
deaths  in  the  district  while  cancer  was  responsible  for  approx¬ 
imately  one  fifth  of  the  total  mortality. 

Infectious  disease  ran  at  a  somewhat  lower  level  than  in 
the  previous  year,  there  being  no  outbreaks  of  notifiable  in¬ 
fection  within  the  district. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  23  families  were  re-housed  from 
sub-standard  houses  in  the  district.  In  addition  33  houses 
were  improved  with  the  assistance  of  grants.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  Councihs  Slum  Clearance  programme  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  five  year  period. 

While  the  supply  of  water  is  adequate  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses,  during  periods  of  drought  there  is  reduction  in  pressure 
in  certain  areas  due  to  distribution  difficulties. 
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The  Somersham  main  drainage  scheme  is  now  in  full 
operation,  but  the  other  schemes  have  not  progressed  as  well 
asi'  was  anticipated.  Last  year  it  was  reported  that  it  was 
hoped  to  commence  the  Houghton,  Wyton  and  Hemingford 
scheme  during  1959/1960  but  unfortunately  little  progress  has 
been  made  since  my  last  report.  Owing  to  the  increased 
development  in  these  riverside  villages  the  need  is  now  even 
more  evident. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness  to  me  during  the  year,  and  all  the 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help  and  co¬ 
operation. 


I  am.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  CALDWELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 

General  Statistics 

Population  (middle  1958)  ...  ...  15,310 

Population  (middle  1959)  ...  ...  15,180 

Area  . 45,911  acres 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £158,588 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £675  .1.5 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  4,421 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Crude  Birth-rate  per 

1,000  estimated 

Legitimate 

126 

122 

248 

population 

16.7 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

5 

ComparabilityFactor 

1.11 

Corrected  Death-rate 

Total 

130 

123 

253 

per  1,000  estimated 

population 

18.5 

(Ditto  for  England 

and  Wales) 

16.5 

Birth-rate  per  i,ooo 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

4 

— 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  (live 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

and  still)  births 

19.4 

(Ditto  for  England 

Total 

4 

1 

5 

and  Wales) 

20.7 

Deaths 

Crude  Death-rate  per 

(all  ages)  59  72  131  1,000  estimated 

population  8.6 

ComparabilityFactor  1.14 
Corrected  Death-rate 
per  1,000  estimated 
population  9.8 

(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales)  11.6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

M. 

2 

F. 

I 

Total 

3 

Total 

2 

I 

3 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  1  year 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  11.9 

(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  ...  ...  22.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12.09 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

1 

1  1 

Total 

1 

Total 

1 

— 

I 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Registrar  General’s  List) 

List  No.  Causes  M.  F. 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

3  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

4  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

5  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

6  Meningococcal  infections  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

8  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  ...  o  o 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ...  ...  i  2 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  ...  5  o 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ...  ...  o  7 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  ...  o  2 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  5  6 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  o 

16  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  00 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  ...  ...  6  10 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  15  8 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  ...  o  o 

20  Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  19 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  o  3 

22  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  2 

23  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  3 

24  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  o  i 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  o  i 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  i 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  ...  ...  0  o 

31  Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  i  o 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-dehned  diseases .  9  4 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

34  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  i 

35  Suicide  .  10 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  0  o 

Total  all  causes  ...  59  72 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1959  ...  46 
Pulmonary:  35  Non-Pulmonary:  11 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases- 

—Diagnosed 

New  Cases- 

— Transfers 

Respiratory 

Non-Res. 

Respiratory 

Non-Res. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

I 

5 . 

10 

15 . 

20 

25  . . 

35 . 

45 . 

55 . 

65  and  upwards 

I 

I 

1 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

Totals 

•  • 

2 

4 

I 

I 

I 

0 

0 

0 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in 
connection  with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

vVhooping  Cough 

...  12 

Diphtheria 

. . .  — 

Measles 

...  61 

Acute  Pneumonia 

...  21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

.  .  .  - 

Typhoid  Fever 

.  .  .  — 

Erysipelas 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

Dysentery 

.  .  .  - 

Food  Poisoning 

98 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to 
this  authority  and  to  General  Practioners  in  the  area. — 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge.  Tel.:  Cambridge  55526. 

Public  Analyst,  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C., 
Tenison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.:  Cambridge  2097. 


(b)  Ambulance  Services 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance 
Service  operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire 
Service  have  been  available  on  doctor’s  orders.  Tel.: 
Huntingdon  348. 


(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse-mid  wives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  County  Council  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and  attend¬ 
ed  maternity  cases, 

(i)  A  nurse  residing  in  Warboys  (Tel.:  Warboys  224) 
attended  cases  in  Warboys,  Wistow  and  Brough^ 
ton. 

(ii)  A  nurse  residing  inBluntisham  (Tel.:  Earith  225) 
attended  cases  in  Somersham  and  Pidley. 

(iii)  A  Nurse  residing  in  Hemingford  Grey  (Teh:  St. 
Ives  2128)  attended  cases  in  the  Hemingfords, 
Fenstanton  and  Hilton. 

(iv)  A  Nurse  residing  in  Woodhurst  (Tel.:  Warboys 
.327)  attended  cases  in  Wyton  Aerodrome,  Wood¬ 
hurst,  Oldhurst  and  Upwood. 

(v)  A  Nurse  residing  in  St.  Ives  (Tel.:St.  Ives  2228) 
attended  cases  in  Houghton  and  Wyton  villages. 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council: — 
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Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Schoolchildren 

3rd  Friday  in  month. 

Health  Clinic. 

Ailments 

10. 30-11. 30  a.m. 

Station 

Approach, 
St.  Ives. 

infant 

Welfare 

Children 
(0-5  yrs.) 

Every  Friday.  2-4  p.m. 

ist  Monday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

ist  Wednesday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

Ditto. 

Constitutional 

Flail, 

Fenstanton. 

Methodist 

Schoolroom, 
Somersham. 
Women’s 
Institute  Hall, 
Warboys. 

Dental 

Pre-school  and 

Every  Monday 

Health  Clinic, 

schoolchildren. 

9  a.m. -12  noon. 

Station 

Pre-natal  and 

1.30-4.30  p.m. 

Approach, 

nursing 

mothers. 

Every  Saturday 

9  a.m. -12  noon 

Every  Tuesday 
and  Thursday 

9  a.m. -12  noon 

1.30  -  4.30  p.m. 

Every  Saturday 

9  a.m.-12  noon 

St.  Ives. 

lOA  Princes 
Street, 
Huntingdon. 

(ii)  The  following  health  services  are  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Thursday. 

County 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon. 

Addenbrooke’s 

Venereal 

All  cases 

Mondays,  3-7  p.m. 

Diseases 

Wednesdays,  4-6.30  p.m. 

Hospital, 

Cambridge 

Males : 

Mondays,  5.30-7  p.m. 

Out-Patients 

Wednesdays,  5.30-7 p.m. 

Department, 

Females : 

Tuesdays,  10.30-12  noon 

Memorial 

Hospital, 

Thursdays,  5.30-7  p.m. 

Peterborough. 

Orthopaedic 

Pre-school  and 

Every  Tuesday  10  a.m.- 

Old  Grammar 

schoolchildren 

12  noon  (Surgeons 

School, 

by  appointment) 

Huntingdon 
Health  Clinic, 

istj  2nd  and  4th 

Station 

Fridays  in  month 

Approach, 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

St.  Ives 
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(iii)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the  Supple¬ 
mentary  Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National  Health  Service: 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren 

ist  and  3rd  Frida.3^s  in 
month  (by  appointment 
except  in  emergency) , 
ro  a.m.-i2  noon. 

Old  Grammar 
School, 
Huntingdon. 

2-3  p.m. 

Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin  Obstet¬ 
rical,  Gynaecological  and  Dental  OuNPatients’  Clinics  are 
held  at  Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke's 
Hospital ,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Practitioners  can 
refer  their  patients  for  specialist  investigation. 

(e)  Hospital .  Services. 

Fever.  Cases  of  Infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Cambridge, 
Peterborough  or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

Maternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Matern¬ 
ity  Hospital,  Huntingdon  and  Mill  Road  Hospital,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 
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REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

1.  (1)  Water. — Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the 

Ramsey  and  Saint  Ives  Joint  Water  Board,  The  Chesterton 
cind  Saint  Ives  Joint  Water  Board  and  by  Huntingdon  Rural 
District  Council. 

1959  was  a  year  of  negotiation  and  conferences  which  cul¬ 
minated  in  the  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  ask  the  Cambridge  University  and  Town 
Waterworks  Company  to  absorb  the  other  Undertakings  in  the 
area;  this  decision  being  made  after  considering  the  views  of 
the  Water  Undertakings  concerned.  The  Council  decided  to 
make  their  records  available  to  the  Company  to-  assist  the  re¬ 
grouping. 

The  area  of  the  district  supplied  by  Huntingdon  Rural 
District  Council  lies  outside  the  area  covered  by  the  Minister's 
proposals  for  the  two  Joint  Boards  and  the  Council  has  made 
a  formal  application  for  this  portion  of  the  district  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  proposed  Nene  and  Ouse  Joint  Board. 

Huntingdonshire  County  Council  decided  to  support  Bed¬ 
fordshire  County  Council  in  the  promotion  of  a  scheme  to  ab¬ 
stract  water  from  the  River  Ouse  and  construct  a  large  reser¬ 
voir  at  Diddington,  having  a  capacity  of  13,000  million 
gallons,  which  would  be  available  for  supplies  to  the  proposed 
Nene  and  Ouse  Joint  Board. 

Distribution  difficulties,  as  distinct  from  an  actual  shortage 
of  water  at  source,  were  again  evident  during  the  dry  summer 
and  consumers  were  asked  to  exercise  care  in  the  use  of  water 
for  non-domestic  purposes. 

The  Ramsey  and  Saint  Ives  Joint  Board  installed  a  boost¬ 
ing  plant  on  the  Trunk  Main  at  Warboys,  which  tends  to 
safeguard  the  supply  to  Bury  and  Ramsey  U.D.C. 

An  application  to  Himtingdon  Rural  District  Council  to 
increase  their  supply  from  the  agreed  maximum  of  66,000 
gallons  a  day  to  85,000  gallons  per  day  to  meet  a  request  by 
Saint  Ives  Borough  for  a  supply  of  10,000  gallons  per  day 
was  refused.  A  similar  application  to  the  Chesterton  and 
Saint  Ives  Joint  Board  for  an  increase  of  10,000  gallons  per 
day  to  augment  the  supply  to  the  Hemingfords’  was  also  re¬ 
fused. 
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Subsequently  arrangements  were  made  beween  the  Chest¬ 
erton  and  Saint  Ives  Joint  Board,  Saint  Ives  Borough  and 
Rural  District  Councils  for  a  supply  to  the  Borough  of  a  max¬ 
imum  of  1,000  gallons  per  day. 

Comparatively  short  lengths  of  main  were  laid  during  the 
year  to  supply  new  residential  development  and  isolated  pre¬ 
mises. 

Routine  samples  from  various  points  in  the  district  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  purity  of  the  water  was  satisfactory.  117 
samples  were  taken  by  the  Water  Department  during  the 
year,  all  were  satisfactory.  13  others  samples  taken  after 
carrying  out  repairs  to  mains  and  flushing  operations  were  at 
first  unsatisfactory,  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

1.  (2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.-- -It  is  to  be  regretted  that 

no  commencement  was  made  on  any  of  the  Councihs  Main 
Drainage  Schemes  during  the  year. 

Although  exchequer  grants  are  still  available  for '  such 
schemes  it  is  possible  that  other  factors  now  emerging  for  the 
first  time,  such  as  Local  Government  Re-organisation,  might 
change  the  position  overnight  and  it  would  be  disastrous  for 
the  district  if  such  schemes  were  later  postponed  or  indeed 
abandoned  because  of  financial  considerations  or  an  alteration 
of  priorities  which  might  arise  in  the  ultimate  formation  of  a 
larger  district. 

The  number  of  cesspools,  septic  tanks  and  kindred'  in¬ 
stallations  are  increasing  each  year  and  the  Minister  would  not 
sanction  the  erection  of  further  council  development  in  Need- 
ingworth  until  a  main  drainage  scheme  for  the  village  had 
been  submitted  to  him. 

Meanwhile  the  Somersham  scheme  is  working  satisfac¬ 
torily. 

Following  the  decision  of  the  Council  to  augment  the 
labour  force,  the  small  disposal  works  erected  to  deal  with 
sewage  from  the  Councihs  Housing  Estates  are  now  working 
satisfactorily.  They  are  regularly  maintained  and  field  tests 
indicate  that  the  effluents  are  very  good.  ' 

The  Works  at  Hemingford  Grey  were  enlarged  to  deal 
with  further  development  on  the  Couneiks  Estate,  and  a  new 
plant  for  Hill  Estate,  Bury,  was  under  construction  during 
the  year.  When  this  is  completed  there  will  be  7  such!  dis¬ 
posal  works  in  operation. 

The  disposal  works  at  Oldhurst,  purchased  from  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Works  to  treat  sewage  from  Warboys,  Oldhurst  and 
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Broughton,  has  been  maintained  in  working  order  although 
at  present  it  is  only  treating  a  very  small  quantity  of  sewage 
from  Oldhurst. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. — The  River  Ouse  which  flows 
through  the  district  is  controlled  by  the  Great  Ouse  River 
Board. 

Normal  flooding  of  the  washes  and  meadows  adjacent  to 
the  river  occurred  during  the  winter,  but  no  residential  prop¬ 
erty  was  affected. 

Broughton  Brook  however,  did  overflow  and  flood  a  few 
houses  in  the  village. 

The  question  of  adequate  warning  of  imminent  flooding 
in  the  riverside  villages  was  the  subject  of  correspondence  with 
the  River  Board  but  this  matter  had  not  reached  finality  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  report  of  the  Working  Party  formed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  consider  the  water  re¬ 
sources  of  the  River  Great  Ouse  and  the  future  demand  for 
water  likely  to  be  made  on  the  river  was  published  during  the 
year. 

The  Report  states  that  the  River  Board  is  prepared  to 
accept  the  following  rates  of  abstraction 

At  Kempston  —  f  Natural  Flow  at  Bromham  Weir,  less 

30  million  gallons  per  day. 

At  Offord  —  f  Natural  Flow  at  Offord,  less  30  million 

gallons  per  day. 

This  is  obviously  a  compromise  arrangement  made  nec¬ 
essary  by  the  ever  increasing  demand  for  water  for  domestic 
and  industrial  purposes. 

As  the  bulk  of  the  water  abstracted  will  be  piped  to 
adjacent  catchment  areas  and  will  not  therefore  re-enter  the 
river,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  should  the  scheme  materialise 
this  rate  of  abstraction  will  not  seriously  affect  the  amenities 
of  the  river  in  the  district. 

To  turn  to  the  main  watercourses,  the  Case  brought 
against  the  Council  to  determine  the  responsibility  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Awarded  watercourses  in  the  parish  of 
Holywell-cum-Needingworth  was  heard  in  the  Queen’s  Bench 
Division  in  July. 

Judgement  was  given  against  the  Council  and  the  Judge 
directed  it  to  carry  out  the  necessary  maintenance  works  to 
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the  watercourses  within  six  months,  with  the  proviso  that  in 
the  event  of  a  reversal  of  the  judgement  on  appeal,  the 
County  Council,  as  CO-Defendants,  should  repay  the  Rural 
District  Council  any  expenses  incurred  by  the  latter  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  work,  which  work  was  immediately  undertaken. 

The  Council  subsequently  resolved  to  give  Notice  of 
Appeal  against  the  Judgement,  which  appeal  has  not  yet 
been  heard. 

As  the  terms  of  the  Parish  Awards  relating  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  watercourses  vary  considerably,  the  obscure  posit¬ 
ion  which  has  arisen  on  their  maintenance  is  still  far  from 
clear,  depending  as  it  does  on  the  interpretation  of  each 
Award. 

The  matter  being  sub-judice  the  Council's  policy  on  the 
maintenance  of  watercourses  remained  unchanged.  However, 
several  watercourses  and  ditches  which  are  heavily  polluted 
with  sewage  were  cleaned  out  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

The  volume  of  partially  treated  sewage  effluent  enter¬ 
ing  some  of  the  watercourses  continues  to  increase  and  they 
will  remain  a  constant  problem  and  nuisance  until  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  adequate  drainage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

One  of  the  watercourses  which  was  the  subject  of  the 
Queen's  Bench  Case  was  polluted  during'  the  year;  all  fish 
and  eels  for  a  distance  of  two  miles  were  killed,  the  pollution 
extending  to  the  junction  of  this  stream  with  the  River  Ouse 
at  Holywell,  which  happily  was  not  affected  to  any  apprec¬ 
iable  extent. 

Careful  investigation  showed  that  the  pollution  must 
have  occurred  near  its  headwaters  well  above  all  known 
sources  of  intermittent  pollution.  It  can  only  be  conjectured 
that  unwittingly  the  stream  may  have  been  polluted  by  the 
spraying  of  crops  adjacent  to  its  banks. 

This  incident  does  emphasize  the  care  that  is  necessary 
in  the  use  of  sprays  containing  Phenols  which  are  extremely 
toxic  to  fish  even  in  minute  quantities. 


3.  (1)  Closet  Accommodation. — The  conversion  of  the 

existing  pail  lavatories  at  Somersham  were  practically  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  and  the  steady  conversion  continued 
in  practically  every  Parish  as  Improvement  Grants  were  given 
to  individual  houses. 
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Grants  of  50%  of  the  approved  costs  of  conversion  at 
Somersham  were  given  by  the  Council  under  its  powers  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  total  Grants  made  under  the  Act  amounted  to£4,157. 
in  respect  of  169  conversions,  which  represents  an  average  of 
£24.  per  conversion. 

3.  (2)  Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Night-soi!  Collection. 

A  weekly  collection  of  night-soil  is  carried  out  over  the 
whole  of  the  district  by  means  of  two  750  gallon  Yorkshire 
Karrier  Tankers  which  are  fitted  with  night-soil  attachments. 

Approximately  1,400  pails  are  emptied  each  week. 

Disposal  is  still  a  serious  problem,  but  the  dry  summer 
and  autumn  helped  considerably  as  it  was  possible  for  dis¬ 
tribution  to  be  effected  on  agricultural  land  for  several 
months. 

The  straw  compounds  erected  at  Oldhurst  Sewage  Works 
were  renewed  during  the  year  and  although  far  from  satis¬ 
factory,  they  provide  the  essential  facilities  necessary  for  the 
collection  service  to  continue. 

The  effluent  from  the  straw  compounds  is  drained  to  the 
Sludge  Drying  Bed  sump  and  is  pumped  back  very  slowly 
through  the  works  for  treatment.  With  steady  dosing  and 
dilution  satisfactory  purification  was  maintained,  but  special 
care  is  required  owing  to  the  high  consentration  of  the  effluent 
from  the  straw  compounds. 

By  arrangement  with  Huntingdon  Borough  Council  night- 
soil  is  collected  from  Hartford  and  Huntingdon,  approxim¬ 
ately  66  properties  being  served,  but  this  number  will  be  re¬ 
duced  as  the  Main  Drainage  Scheme  at  Huntingdon  comes 
fully  into  operation. 

Night-soil  is  also  collected  by  contract  from  St.  Ives 
Borough;  approximately  90  houses  being  served  twice  per 
week.  The  service  is  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable  after 
dark. 


(b)  Cesspool  Emptying 

The  same  vehicles  are  used  for  cesspool  emptying  as  are 
used  for  the  night-soil  service. 

The  number  of  cesspools  emptied  during  the  year  was 
950,  compared  with  644  in  1958  and  280  in  1950. 
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The  disposal  of  the  vast  quantities  of  sewage  and  sludge 
arising  out  of  these  operations  is  also  becoming  more  difficult 
as  suitable  agricultural  land  for  surface  disposal  is  only  avail¬ 
able  during  some  periods  of  the  year. 

At  present  the  straw  compounds  at  Oldhurst  Sewage 
Works  receive  the  bulk  of  the  cesspool  contents. 

The  charges  for  the  service  have  remained  unaltered 
from  the  time  they  were  first  fixed  in  1950,)  namely,  25/- 
for  each  750  gallon  load  and  a  sliding  scale  reducing  the 
charge  for  additional  loads. 

The  service  is  made  available  to  neighbouring  Local 
Authorities  and  Ministry  Departments  for  desludging  sewage 
tanks  and  gully  emptying  and  to  private  individuals  in  ad¬ 
jacent  districts  at  a  higher  charge. 


(c)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  of  house  refuse  through¬ 
out  the  district  continued  during  the  year  and  a  satisfactory 
service  was  maintained. 

One  12  cubic  yard  moving  floor  vehicle  was  replaced  by 
a  15  cubic  yard  'dual  tip'  diesel  driven  vehicle. 

The  number  of  vehicles  used  for  this  service  is  three;  2 
diesel  driven  'dual  tips'  of  15  cubic  yard  capacity  and  1 
moving  floor  vehicle  having  a  capacity  of  12  cubic  yards. 

Each  vehicle  is  manned  by  a  driver  and  a  loader. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  at  two  worked  out  gravel  pits  sit¬ 
uated  at  Somersham  and  Hemingford  Grey,  where  the  refuse 
is  spread  and  levelled  by  bulldozing  but  litcle  soil  is  available 
for  sealing. 

Periodic  disinfestation  to  control  rats  is  undertaken  by 
the  department. 

Insecticides,  both  powder  and  sprays  are  used  to  mini¬ 
mise  nuisance  from  flies  and  crickets. 

In  addition  to  the  house  refuse  collections  in  the  area, 
contract  work  for  more  frequent  collections  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  was  undertaken  at  one  Royal  Air  Force  Station  sit¬ 
uated  in  the  district. 

By  arrangement  with  Saint  Ives  Borough  Council  a 
weekly  kerbside  collection  of  both  house  and  trade  refuse  is 
carried  out  for  the  Borough. 
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3.  (3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Housing  Inspections: — 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  326 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  — 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  ask  the  Council  to  issue 
any  Statutory  Notices  in  respect  of  these  inspections  except 
in  relation  to  those  houses  which  are  being  dealt  with  under 
the  Council's  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

One  certificate  of  dis-repair  issued  in  1958  was  cancelled 
during  the  year. 

(b)  Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937: — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Number  of 

written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Sections  i, 

2, 

3,  4,  and  6  14 

1 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  7 

43 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  57 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

The  following  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  the 
inspections: — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were: — 


Referred 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Defect 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drainage  of  floors  . . 
Insufficient  sanitary- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

accommodation 
Defective  sanitary 

I 

I 

0 

2 

accommodation 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

3 

3 

0 

2 

No  proceedings  were  taken  against  any  of  the  occupiers 
of  Factories  in  thedistrict  and  the  premises  were  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
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(c)  Inpections  under  Regulations,  etc. 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Dumps,  tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Butcher's  premises  ...  ...  ,..  ...  ...  106 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  ...  28 

Pumps,  Wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Housing  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

General  Public  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

Schools  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Meat  from  outside  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

After  infectious  diseases  .  ...  ...  0 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Food  Regulations  ...  ...  .  181 

Sewage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Drainage  Schemes  ...  ...  .  10 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


Total  1891 


It  is  interesting  to  record  that  for  the  first  time  since  I 
was  appointed  in  1938,  no  inspections  were  made  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Infectious  Disease;  a  factual  tribute,  perhaps,  to 
environmental  hygiene. 

As  a  result  of  the  inspections  recorded  above,  several  in¬ 
formal  notices  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  of  the 
premises  concerned  requesting  them  to  comply  with  the  rele¬ 
vant  Acts  and  Regulations. 

The  infringements  found  were  of  a  minor  character  and 
were  rectified  after  a  request  to  do  so  had  been,  made  by  the 
Department. 
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POULTRY  PRODUCTION  (Broilers) . 


A  number  of  large  wooden  sheds  have  been  erected 
recently  in  residential  areas  in  the  district.  These  are  used 
as  deep-litter  and  broiler  houses. 

Complaints  of  fly  infestations  from  the  deep-litter  in¬ 
stallations  and  nuisance  from  smell  and  noise  from  the  broiler 
houses  Vv^ere  received  during  the  year. 

The  dry  summer  aggravated  the  dissemination  of  the  fine 
dust  extracted  by  the  fans  from  the  broiler  houses,  wlrich  is 
impregnated  with  the  body  odour  of  the  chickens. 

Negotiations  with  the  owners  concerned  to  abate  this  and 
other  nuisances  arising  from  the  installations  are  still  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Further  development  of  these  installations  without  Plan¬ 
ning  Consent  as  Agricultural  Buildings  has  now  been  stopped, 
following  the  confirmation  of  an  Order  by  the  Minister  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council  to  bring  such 
buildings  within  Planning  Control. 


3.  (4)  Caravan  Sites. 


Eight  existing  licences  for  Caravan  Sites  in  the  area  were 
renewed  by  the  Council,  the  largest  of  which  is  licensed  for 
40  caravans  and  the  smallest,  4. 

The  total  number  of  caravans  on  authorised  sites  is  123, 
and  in  addition  19  single  caravans  are  also  licensed. 

Several  itinerant  van  dwellers  station  their  vans  in  the 
district,  the  majority  of  whom  are  employed  in  casual  agri¬ 
cultural  and  horticultural  work. 

Co-operation  with  the  County  Council  as  the  Planning 
Authority  was  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  Council  explored  the  possibility  of  establishing  its 
own  caravan  site  at  Wistow,  but  after  due  consideration  the 
scheme  was  abandoned. 
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3.  (5)  Swimmiiig  Baths. 

There  are  no'  public  swimming  pools  in  the  area,  but  the 
popularity  o^  the  River  Ouse  is  undiminished  and  many  peo¬ 
ple  bathe  in  it  during  the  summer. 

The  protracted  negotiations  between  the  Council  and  the 
Saint  Ives  Borough  Council  for  the  provision  of  a  Swimming 
Pool  at  Saint  Ives  continued,  but  complete  agreement  had  not 
been  reached  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Education  Authority  continued  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments  for  school  children  from  the  district  to  visit  baths  in 
Cambridge. 


3.  (6)  Rodent  Control. 

The  existing  arrangements  made  by  the  Council,  where¬ 
by  the  Foreman  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Staff  deals  with  minor 
infestations  continued  during  the  year. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  engage  outside  Operators, 
but  arrangements  to  carry  out  block  infestation  at  Earith 
were  completed  in  December. 
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HOUSING 


(a)  Slum  Clearance. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  progress  made  in  the 
Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Scheme  by  the  end  Oif  1959. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  programme  will  be  substanti¬ 


ally  completed  in  1960-61. 

Total  number  of  houses  represented  as  Unfit 

(including  Clearance  Orders)  ...  210 

Total  number  dealt  with  by  informal  action  ...  7 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  (Including 

Clearance  Orders)  124 

Houses  demolished  as  result  of  informal  action  6 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  85 

Number  not  yet  demolished  2 


217  217 


Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  68 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  Quashed  ...  2 

Number  of  Undertakings  cancelled  ...  11 


(b)  General. 


The  following  table  shows  the  progress 

made  in  the 

erection  of  both  Council  and  privately  owned  houses)  since 

1946 

Council  houses 

Private  houses 

completed 

completed 

1946 

.  18 

10 

1947 

.  47 

29 

1948 

.  50 

19 

1949 

.  47 

15 

1950 

.  47 

21 

1951 

.  25 

8 

1952 

.  56 

2 

1953 

.  50 

23 

1954 

.  74 

23 

1955 

.  63 

17 

1956 

.  15 

36 

1957 

.  25 

43 

1958 

.  21 

41 

1959 

.  29 

76 

567  363 
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Private  development  continued  ai  an  increased  rate  during 
the  year.  0\i  the  76  houses  completed,  36  were  erected  at 
Ilemingford  Grey. 

The  amount  of  land  readily  available  for  development 
in  the  riverside  villages  is  decreasing  rapidly  and  the  Council 
has  made  representations  to  the  Planning  Authority  for  the 
zoning  of  further  areas  for  residential  development  in  the 
Hemingfords. 

As  the  land  zoned  for  development  in  Saint  Ives  Borough 
is  filled,  undoubtedly  further  interest  will  be  stimulated  in 
other  villages  in  the  district. 

On  the  other  hand,  council  house  development  has  slowed 
down  during  the  past  years  and  more  emphasis  is  being 
placed  on  the  provision  of  smaller  dwellings  for  old  people. 

The  Council  decided  it  would  not  participate  with  the 
County  Council  for  the  time  being,  in  development  schemes 
which  would  provide  communal  welfare  facilities  for  old 
people.  It  is  a  debatable  point  whether  such  schemes  however 
desirable  they  may  be,  would  be  successful  in  even  the 
larger  villages,  unless  old  people  could  be  persuaded  to  move 
from  other  villages  to  fill  vacancies  as  they  occurred. 

The  total  number  of  council  houses  and  bungalows  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  985.  All  are  subject  to]  the  Council’s 
Differential  Rent  Scheme,  and  are  maintained  by  a  Direct 
Labour  Staff  consisting  of  a  Foreman  and  8  men. 

External  Painting  is,  however,  carried  out  by  contract. 


Improvement  Grants. 

The  number  of  applications  received  this  year  was  35  as 
agains:  30  in  1958.  Of  these,  one  grant  was  refused  by  the 
Council  and  one  by  the  Applicant. 

Grants  amounting  to  £7,354  were  made  in  respect  of  the 
33  houses,  an  average  of  £222  per  house. 

Since  the  implementation  of  the  Improvement  Grant 
Scheme  by  the  Council,  grants  to  the  total  value  of  £34,170 
have  been  made  to  Owners  in  the  respect  of  168  houses;  an 
average  of  £203  per  house. 

The  Council  has  decided  to  take  advantage  of  the  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  which  extends  exchequer 
grants  to  cover  Improvements  made  to  council  houses.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  work  will  commence  in  1960. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Practically  all  the  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  purveyed 
by  two  firms,  both  of  whom  operate  high  temperature  short 
time  Pasteurisation  Plants. 

Dealer’s  and  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  sale 
of  Milk  under  Special  Designations  were  granted  as  follows 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  ...  7 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  district  has  been  specified  by  the  Minister  as  one  in 
which  only  designated  milk  can  be  sold. 

No  complaints  regarding  the  quality  of  the  milk  retailed 
in  the  area  were  received  during  the  year. 

(b)  Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  licensed  manufacturers  in  the  district  and 
all  the  Ice  Cream  sold  consists  of  pre-packed  brands  manu¬ 
factured  and  distributed  by  well  known  firms. 

There  are  51  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 


(c)  Meat  and’  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  ...  3 

Number  of  Butchers’ Shops  ...  ...  9 

Practically  all  the  home-killed  meat  sold  in  the  area  is 
slaughtered  outside  the  district,  the  licensed  slaughterhouses 
only  being  used  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  and  sheep. 

One  casualty  cow  was  also  slaughtered  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  inspections  and  con¬ 
demnations  during  the  year:- 


Sheep 

Cattle  &  Lambs  Pigs 
Number  killed  1  17  213 


As  a  result  of  extensive  bruising  and  haemorrhages,  345 
lbs.  of  meat  were  condemned  from  the  cow  referred  to  above. 

No  condemnations  were  made  in  respect  of  the  sheep. 

One  Pluck,  One  Heart,  and  4  Pairs  of  Lungs  were  con¬ 
demned  for  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  in  the  Pigs. 
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Three  Pigs’  heads  and  tongues  and  one  mesentery  were 
condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  percentage  of  the  number  of  Pigs  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  was  1.13%. 

A  variety  ot  other  Foods  were  examined  during  the  year 
and  small  quantities  of  tinned  meat,  fish,  etc.  wore  con¬ 
demned. 


Slaughterhouses. 


The  Council  considered  their  future  policy  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  district  after  confer¬ 
ences  with  other  Local  Authorities  in  the  County  and  Trade 
Organisations. 

The  Council  ultimately  decided  that  as  practically  all  the 
meat  sold  in  thd  district  was  slaughtered  outside  it,  there  was 
no  necessity  for  a  public  slaughterhouse. 

It  was  also  decided  to  support,  in  principle,  the  proposals 
of  Saint  Ives  Borough  Council  to  erect  a  public  slaughterhouse 
in  Saint  Ives. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  food  premises  in  the  district  have  been  classified  as 


follows:- 

Baker’s  ...  ...  .  6 

Butcher’s  Shops  ...  .  9 

Cafe’s  and  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  9 

Confectioner’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Greengrocer’s  ...  .  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  34 


The  shops  are  generally  small  and  are  of  the  “Family 
Business’’  type,  very  few  shop  assistants  being  employed. 

The  occupiers  have  in  the  main  continued  to  improve 
their  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene. 
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No  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  for 
offences  against  the  Regulations,  but  the  attention  of  some 
occupiers  was  drawn  to  minor  infringements  which  were  sub¬ 
sequently  rectified. 

Adulteration. 

Huntingdon  County  Council  is  the  primary  Authority 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  those  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  relating  to  adulteration. 

No  special  circumstance  arose  where  it  was  considered 
any  action  could,  with  advantage,  be  taken  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment, 
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